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Many think they know Dispensationalism and many believe it to be heretical, with some even
viewing it as a cult.What is the truth about normative Dispensationalism? This book addresses
some of the charges against it, in question and short answer format.

From BooklistThe Ouse River in Sussex, England, has run through Laing’s life since childhood,
carrying both joy and sorrow. She even swam near the place where Virginia Woolf’s body was
found. A journalist transforming herself into a stellar creative-nonfiction writer, Laing decided that
the antidote to a spell of personal turmoil was to walk the 42 miles of the Ouse, while immersing
herself in Woolf’s life and writings. As she treks from the river’s nearly invisible source to its
industrialized convergence with the sea, Laing is enchanting, informative, and keenly amusing
as she unscrolls a many-branched history of the region, lively and diverse literary allusions,
ecological insights, and escapades in sweltering heat, drenching rain, fields of sheep, and very
old inns. She stretches out on the ground to watch the sky and feel the land’s flesh and bones,
names every flower, tree, and bird, and describes with comedic deftness the people she meets.
Laing’s language is supple and saturated, bright and dappled in this gracefully meandering river
of words and deeply pleasurable journey across Woolf’s tidal world and the many-storied
English countryside. --Donna Seaman --This text refers to the unknown_binding edition.Book
Description'A gentle, wise and riddling book. Its prose, like the river it describes, flows intricately,
unpredictably and often beautifully, carrying the fascinated reader onwards' Robert Macfarlane --
This text refers to the unknown_binding edition.From the Back CoverTo the River is the story of
the Ouse, the Sussex river in which Virginia Woolf drowned in 1941. One idyllic, midsummer
week over sixty years later, Olivia Laing walked Woolf's river from source to sea. The result is a
passionate investigation into how history resides in a landscape - and how ghosts never quite
leave the places they love. --This text refers to the unknown_binding edition.Review"A beautifully
written meditation on landscape."-- "Sunday Times (London)""By turns lyrical, melancholic and
exultant, To the River just makes you want to follow Olivia Laing all the way to the sea."-- "Daily
Telegraph (London)""Laing's language is supple and saturated, bright and dappled in this
gracefully meandering river of words and deeply pleasurable journey across Woolf's tidal world
and the many-storied English countryside."-- "Booklist""Olivia Laing joins the best nature
writers...Laing is a brilliant wordsmith and this is a beautifully accomplished book."--
"Independent (London)" --This text refers to the mp3_cd edition.About the AuthorOlivia Laing's
first book, To the River, was published to wide acclaim and short-listed for the Ondaatje Prize
and the Dolman Travel Book of the Year. She has been the deputy books editor of the Observer,
and writes for the Guardian, New Statesman, and Granta, among other publications. In 2018 she
was awarded the Windham-Campbell Prize for nonfiction.--This text refers to the mp3_cd



edition.ReviewA missive filled with erudite observations of the land and water in the heady in-
breath of summer... its beauty and conclusions find a critical hold in both academic and emotive
axes -- Renee Rowland ― The Skinny[A] beautifully written meditation on landscape and the
effect on it, benign and destructive, of generations of human beings ― The Sunday TimesA
brave, distinctive, and deeply intelligent addition to that protean genre mixing nature, history and
travel writing which is becoming one of the richest forms of contemporary British literature...
There are passages of masterfully timed lyricism -- ALEXANDRA HARRIS ― Literary
ReviewArrestingly beautiful... This is an uplifting book, which not only develops into a work of
considerable richness, but...expresses its message of hope with increasing lyricism and
uncluttered simplicity -- Juliette Nicholson ― Evening StandardA refreshing, and inspiring, real-
life story ... Relive Laing's journey and you'll be inspired to get out into nature more often ―
PsychologiesWonderfully allusive...The book's subject and structure fuse pleasingly, weaving
and meandering, pooling into biographical, mythical or historical backwaters ― ObserverA
magical book . . . her dreamy prose evokes a modern Alice, an hallucinatory tale told with one
hand trailing in cool green water, while she wishes out folklore and science, history and
biography . . . By turns lyrical, melancholic and exultant, To the River just makes you want to
follow Olivia Laing all the way to the sea. -- Philip Hoare ― Sunday TelegraphWritten with the
lyrical beauty of poetry...this entertains informs and inspires in equal measure ― Good Book
GuideNature Writing is the new Rock 'n' Roll ― The Times[Laing] conveys vision and sensation
with great clarift and vividness. ... Of Olivia Laing's prose, we could simply say that words have a
way with her and that her delight in language is at one with her absorption in the living world --
Laura Marcus ― TLSA gentle, wise and riddling book. Its prose, like the river it describes, flows
intricately, unpredictably and often beautifully, carrying the fascinated reader onwards --
ROBERT MACFARLANEWithout wanting to sound gushing, her writing at its sublime best
reminds me of Richard Mabey's nature prose and the poetry of Alice Oswald. Like these two,
and John Clare before them, Laing seems to lack a layer of skin, rendering her susceptible to
the smallest vibrations of the natural world as well as to the frailties of the human psyche. -- Jane
Wheatley ― The TimesOlivia Laing is a new and thoughtful voice in the tradition of W.G. Sebald.
I confidently expect it to be listed in this year's favourite books -- Joan Bakewell ― Daily
TelegraphA meditation, a drifting sequence of thoughts on time and change, on loss, love and
meaning, on hell and happiness, geology and evolution, science and poetry ―
SpectatorBeautifully written...A great read that will make you want to head to the Sussex
countryside ― WomanThis hugely accomplished first book draws on local lore and history, a
vast range of research and some soaring Lyrical writing -- Anthony Sattin ― Sunday
TimesGorgeous, lyrical...a gentle, wise, observant book, both sparkling and mysterious. ...
Laing's writing - sometimes clear, sometimes shifting and oblique, always appropriate to the tale
she's telling - is a joy ― Metro --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Read more
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California, by Study • Grow • Knowwww.studygrowknow.com • www.rightly-
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variance among Dispensationalists, there is also plainly a good deal of
misinformationconcerning Dispensationalism. Because of this, normative (sometimes referred to
as Classical) Dispensationalism is often misrepresented.The intent here is to present
Dispensationalism, as I understand it, separating fact from fiction. I’ve done this by presenting, in
a Q & A format, the commonly accepted (yet false) statement about Dispensationalism, followed
by the my response to that statement. Each chapter stands on its own. They are not necessarily
interconnected. I have tried to keep them short; however, some obviously require a good deal
more information than others do.Whether or not you ever agree that Dispensationalism is
meritorious, I hope you will at least see that many statements made about it are not necessarily
based in fact, but fiction.I realize there are millions of books that are scrambling for your
attention. Thank you for choosing this one and for joining me in this process.- Fred DeRuvo -
December 2009
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Claim: “The Pre-Tribulation Rapture doctrine of Dispensationalism is very recently developed,
and its viability is in question. In fact, the Rapture was created by Margaret MacDonald and her
pastor, J. N. Darby incorporated it into his growing Dispensational theology.” This oft-repeated
allegation regarding aspects of Dispensationalism and Dispensationalism as a whole is that it is
simply too new to be viable. This is because there is a large historical gap in which specific
tenets of Dispensationalism are noticeably absent within church history. This is proof, it is
claimed, that Dispensationalism is simply not to be trusted because it is so new. If this werethe
full truth, then certainly those opposed to Dispensationalism would have a point.Of course, one
of the doctrines most often associated with Dispensationalism is the Pretribulation Rapture.
When someone mentions the word “Rapture” today, in the context of the Bible, it is either
attacked as heretical, or understood as biblical. An author, who has no love for the doctrine of
the Rapture – Dave MacPherson – wrote a book titled, The Incredible Cover-up. In it, on pages
151-157, he details the apparent vision of Margaret MacDonald, a 15 year-old parishioner of J.
N. Darby. According to this vision, Margaret penned her concept of what came to be called the
Rapture and is reported in Robert Norton's Memoirs of James & George Macdonald of Port-
Glasgow (1840), pp. 171-176.The question then is how can the truth be determined? Is there
any way to determine the Rapture’s authenticity apart from Scripture? Does history itself verify or
nullify the doctrine?Ol’ MacDonald Had a VisionIt is interesting that so many people believe
Margaret MacDonald created the Rapture and Darby incorporated it into his burgeoning
Dispensational theology. However, it can be easily shown that others published the doctrine of
the Rapture prior to Darby AND Margaret MacDonald. In spite of the truth of the situation, which
has been available for some time, and widely disseminated over the Internet and books, people



continue to hold tenaciously to the untruths espoused by MacPherson and others. I came across
one individual’s website in which he felt the need to support Margaret MacDonald since so many
have called her a liar. I jotted him a friendly note, asking him if he had read any of the material
that shows that long before Margaret MacDonald came onto the scene, the doctrine of the
Rapture had been believed and taught. I provided him with a basic historical timeline proving
that this was the case. His response back to my email was, “Hi, If you [sic] convinced that the
false doctrine of pretribulation rapture is true, then nothing I can say can convince you. The facts
are that it is never mentioned in the Bible, it is a completely false doctrine, and a major
contributor to the Great Apostasy.” Here is an example of an individual who not only believes that
the Rapture is not true, but also believes it to be a “major contributor to the Great Apostasy.”In
my research, I have met and read from many who call themselves “Ex-Christian.” They state that
they spent a good portion of their life as a “committed” Christian (their term), did all the Christian
things, etc., then one day simply walked away from it. In a previous work titled The Anti-
Supernatural Bias of the Ex-Christian, I highlighted many statements by folks who considered
themselves Christians at one point. In all of these cases though, not once did the reason for their
leaving Christianity have anything to do with Eschatology (the study of Last Things)! While there
certainly might be those, who have walked away because of that, it was not my experience to
come across them.The Great Apostasy and the Emergent ChurchThe truth of the matter with
respect to the Great Apostasy seems more to be what is happening in the Emergent Church
right now, and for the past few years. Warren Smith highlights a great deal in his just released
book, A Wonderful Deception (available through Lighthouse Trails Publishing: http://
www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com). In his book, Warren highlights many areas of the New Age
movement that began to infiltrate the church a number of years ago Rick Warren, Norman
Vincent Peale, Robert Schuller, Brian McClaren, David Spangler and the like. Smith takes the
time to bring us up to date on the current situation, showing how much further the Emergent
Church has been allowed to go within the visible Church. It’s an eye-opening account. People
want their ears itched today and want them scratched (cf. 2 Timothy 4:3). These folks will go to
the well that does just that.Obviously, there is something much larger than anything to do with
the Rapture that is part of the Great Apostasy. It has to do with men thinking of themselves as
god and a rejection of God’s truth. His truth is found in Jesus Christ and Him alone. That truth
incorporates the salvation that God the Son, Jesus Christ came to purchase on our behalf. He
did so by the brutal death and shedding of His perfect blood in order that we might have
salvation offered to us. This truth is ignored, in favor of worshiping ourselves or some other
human being, as god. We get it from talk shows, books, television,and movies. It isall around us
and it is everywhere. The New Age Movement has infiltrated every aspect of society, especially
advertising. People have been brainwashed into thinking that there is a simply an impersonal
“higher power” that merely needs to be tapped into, and lo and behold, that “higher power” is
already in us! We are GOD, but we just do notknow it yet. We do not need the salvation that
Jesus purchased for us because as gods, we have the ability to provide our own salvation. That



is the Great Apostasy. It is quickly covering the entire globe with this message and it is doing so
to prepare the world for the coming one-world leader, who will lead a one-world government and
will ultimately promote himself as the one, true god.The Rapture has nothing to do with this
deception at all, because the Rapture does not play well in the New Age (unless the message is
changed slightly, which we will get into shortly). The Rapture refers to Christ and the calling of
His Bride heavenward. The last thing the New Age wants to do is talk about the Jesus Christ.
They want only to talk about Christin esoteric terms.The Rapture is specific and points to Jesus’
headship over His Church. However, the question is this; can it be proven that Margaret
MacDonald did not create this doctrine or belief? If it can be proven, then those who continue to
hang onto the rumor that MacDonald is the one who came up with the idea of the Rapture do so
against proof and reason. So, let us take a brief look and see what history tells us, shall we?In
the year 1788 a Rev. Morgan Edwards, a Baptist pastor in Philadelphia put forth the idea in his
"Millennium, Last Days Novelties" book. He stated that he first wrote about it in the year 1742.
Now, while some would argue that Edwards was not really a Pretribulation Rapturist, the point
remains that his document espouses a Pretribulation Rapture perspective.During the 15th - 16th
centuries, Joseph Meade (1586-1638) wrote about the PreTrib Rapture, 250 years before
Darby.A document referred to as the Pseudo-Ephraem document, dating back to the period A.D.
565 - 627 (or possibly even earlier) mentions the Rapture as a separate event:"...For all the
saints and elect of God are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to come, and are taken to the
Lord lest they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the world because of our sins."Of course,
like everything else, there is disagreement regarding the real meaning of the words above, with
MacPherson deferring to an expert in Catholicism to untangle the meaning of “taken to the Lord”
for us. It amounts often to what someone wants to see, yet the words in the document seem
clear enough.Bishop Victorinus of Petau espoused the Rapture (3rd Century), who saw the
church departing before the plagues during the time of God's wrath. It is clear that the Rapture
dates back to at least the 3rd Century, and probably earlier. Why did it vanish from the church
history landscape? Because the Roman Catholic Church, which had adopted Augustine's
allegorical view of Eschatology squelched the doctrine. It was only after people once again
began reading the Bible for themselves that many of these long-hidden doctrines of the early
church came once again to the fore.It’s All BunkMany within Christendom will tell you that the
doctrine of the Rapture is absolute bunk. They say there is no biblical evidence for it and
because of that, to believe it as truth is foolhardy. It is noteworthy to point out that within the last
few decades, a new source that seems to confirm the biblical doctrine of the Rapture has
appeared on the scene. Interestingly enough, this source is not found within the Church. It has to
do with aliens – yes, Extraterrestrials who have apparently come here (and sent messages) to
help us out. They want to get us over the hump of the next evolutionary hurdle in order that we
might rise to the level that they believe we should be. Some of the more well known leaders
within the New Age have relayed these messages to the general New Age populace via their
books.Chuck Missler comments regarding these alien messages. “One might expect that such a



visitation from our “space parents” would be accompanied by detailed information on how to
solve our increasing global difficulties. With their supposed highly advanced technology, surely
they would have solved the kinds of political, economic, environmental, and medical problems
we now face. And yet, no such message [has been] given. Instead, Rael [a person so-named by
the visiting aliens – ed.] was given a religious message – in effect, a Bible study conducted by an
ET!” 1What Is Their Message?That is interesting, isn’t it? Here we are on earth, with poverty-
stricken nations, disease running rampant, seeming insurmountable economic difficulties, no
cure for cancer, AIDS, or the common cold, yet these aliens seem not to have anything to offer
about those things. Instead, they are intent upon explaining the real meaning of the Bible to at
least some of the abductees.Missler continues; “The primary message that the extraterrestrials
wanted [us]to understand was that they created mankind. The extraterrestrials [indicated] that
they created humanity in their image by sophisticated genetic engineering techniques.” 2 This is
all related to us in a book titled, The Message Given to Me by Extraterrestrials, by “Rael,” who
goes onto explain and describe the actual story of Creation, as reported by the aliens. The story
is of course, not the one most of us have read and know found in the first few chapters of
Genesis.
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visitation from our “space parents” would be accompanied by detailed information on how to
solve our increasing global difficulties. With their supposed highly advanced technology, surely
they would have solved the kinds of political, economic, environmental, and medical problems
we now face. And yet, no such message [has been] given. Instead, Rael [a person so-named by
the visiting aliens – ed.] was given a religious message – in effect, a Bible study conducted by an
ET!” 1What Is Their Message?That is interesting, isn’t it? Here we are on earth, with poverty-
stricken nations, disease running rampant, seeming insurmountable economic difficulties, no
cure for cancer, AIDS, or the common cold, yet these aliens seem not to have anything to offer
about those things. Instead, they are intent upon explaining the real meaning of the Bible to at
least some of the abductees.Missler continues; “The primary message that the extraterrestrials
wanted [us]to understand was that they created mankind. The extraterrestrials [indicated] that
they created humanity in their image by sophisticated genetic engineering techniques.” 2 This is
all related to us in a book titled, The Message Given to Me by Extraterrestrials, by “Rael,” who
goes onto explain and describe the actual story of Creation, as reported by the aliens. The story
is of course, not the one most of us have read and know found in the first few chapters of
Genesis.If not all this is eye opening enough, we find that another one of the main messages
transmitted to earthlings by aliens is one, whichmight cause fear in many at first glance. This
message, if not for the fact that it has been distilled through several individuals on earth at
various times, would be extremely difficult to believe. Yet, here is a message given by ETs and
recorded in The Ashtar Command, Project World Evacuation, 1993: “Our rescue ships will be
able to come in close enough in the twinkling of an eye to set the lifting beams in operation in a
moment. And all over the globe where events warrant it, this will be the method of evacuation.
Mankind will be lifted, levitated shall we say, by the beams from our smaller ships. These smaller
craft will in turn taxi the persons to the larger ships overhead, higher in the atmosphere, where
there is ample space and quarters and supplies for millions of people.” 3What was that?! An
evacuation of “millions of people”? These series of Ashtar Command messages transmitted to a
person named Tuellais on the Internet and can be easily read by going to the URL listed at the
end of this chapter. The entire book starts out with this small disclaimer: “Although these
Messages of the coming Earth Changes and Ascension of Planet Earth given by the Ashtar
Command in the 1980's through Tuella (Thelma Terrell) have since been long delayed in their
outcome, mainly through the strong efforts of the Forces of Darkness to eliminate or postpone
the event, the instruction and program contained therein remains largely unchanged and
applicable to the now fast approaching times of final cleansing.” 4The Upcoming EvacuationIs
this as fascinating to you as it is to me? Notice what is being stated here. Apparently, these
messages were originally transmitted in the 1980s. It was thought then (by the “aliens”) that what
they were stating was going to happensoon. It did not, so this disclaimer was placed as an
excuse. The average individual however, will look at this and say,“See? The Forces of Darkness
are working against world peace! We’ve got to work harder!”According to Missler, the first
messages from the Ashtar Command arrived in 1952 to author George Van Tassel. “We are



concerned about [humanity’s] deliberate determination to EXTINGUISH HUMANITY AND
TURN THIS PLANET INTO A CINDER…Our missions are peaceful, but this condition occurred
before in this solar system and the planet Lucifer was torn to bits. We are determined that it shall
not happen again.” 5What is fascinating here is that if we compare this with the biblical picture,
we gain some insight into what these beings know.1) The fact that they have already sent
messages about a coming evacuation of millions of people from this planet is obviously their
attempt to downplay the Rapture. The Rapture according to the Bible is the instantaneous
translation of true Christians, who make up the invisible Church. This will happen in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye. Paul speaks of this event in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17: “…the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we
will always be with the Lord.” This is also reflected in Christ’s own Olivet Discourse found in
Matthew 24:29-31.Here we see in a message purportedly transmitted by an alien from the
Ashtar Command to a human being that these aliens were preparing the earth for a time in
which millions of people would vanish instantly from the face of the earth.So We’re the Bad
Guys?Thelma Terrell, (or Tuela as she is known in New Age circles), carried on where Van
Tassel left off. “In the 1980s Ashtar clarified the message to Earth through a new channeler
named Thelma Terrell…she compiled the channeled messages of Ashtar, who declared that
planet Earth would be spared certain annihilation by an extraterrestrial evacuation of millions of
people who threaten the harmony and evolution of Earth (emphasis added).” 6Ah, so it becomes
clearer. First, we learn that the aliens have transmitted messages as early as 1952, which tell of
a removal of millions of people from the earth, all in the same instant. Then in the 1980s, another
person by the name of Tuela, who has apparently replaced the deceased Van Tassel, receives
clarified information from this same source that the people who are to be removed are those that
threaten earth’s existence.What is fascinating of course is that all of this sounds like the Rapture
indicated in Scripture. It is a fact that Satan knows the Bible and he likely knows it better than any
other living human being (besides Christ Himself). During Christ’s temptation in the wilderness,
Satan quoted Scripture – the Word of God – just as he had in the Garden of Eden. He quoted it
in the same manner, slightly twisting the meaning of it, so that while it resembled its original
meaning, it now meant something else.Jesus did not buy any of it, rejecting Satan’s advances
with Scripture of His own. Satan’s deceptive ploys were not strong enough to remove Jesus off
the chosen path. The reader is encouraged to read this narrative of Jesus’ bout with Satan, and
His victory of the same (Matthew 4, Mark 1, and Luke 4).Satan Knows the Rapture Will
OccurAre the powers of Darkness, led by Satan himself, fully aware of an event that Paul speaks
of in which all true believers (both dead and alive at the time), will be caught up, to be forever
with the Lord? It would appear so, but notice that in Satan’s version of this event, those who are
“Raptured” or evacuated off the planet are the problem children. Apparently, these folks are
keeping the rest of the population and the world itself from evolving into the next stage of



existence.It is not merely Chuck Missler and Mark Eastman who provide us with information that
seems to indicate a Rapture-like event of the true Church will occur in the future. Others like
Constance Cumby (refer to chapter three), have also written about the New Age Movement,
critiquing the new world order that New Agers long for and look forward to becoming a reality.
This new world order may very well include aspects of Neo-Nazism, along with solid
components of the New Age Movement, which is sadly already finding its way into many
mainline churches and denominations.Misfits Unfit for the New AgeReferring to this possible
future event Christians call the Rapture, one New Age writer states this, “The people who leave
the planet during the time of Earth changes do not fit in here any longer, and they are stopping
the harmony of Earth. When the time comes that perhaps 20 million people leave the planet at
one time there will be a tremendous shift in consciousness for those who are remaining.” 7It is
clear that if Satan is going to spend a good deal of time attempting to convince his followers (via
the New Age), that the Rapture is going to occur (but giving it a different slant). History shows
that the doctrine goes back to the first century A.D. These two factors are certainly good enough
to warrant more biblical research.Would He Waste the Time?I cannot imagine Satan wasting the
time to prepare New Agers for a coming mass evacuation if no chance exists of the Rapture
occurring, can you? It is not good enough to merely say that Satan is the author of confusion,
believing that alone proves that he is not concerned whether people believe the truth or
not. Satan knows Scripture and he knows it well. He likely knows it better than any other
individual on the planet (save Christ Himself). We know that he twists it in his attempt to gain an
advantage. We know that he is not above lying if it suits his needs and we know that he has no
love for human beings. With this in mind, it seems clear enough that IF the Rapture were going
to occur, it would benefit him greatly to create a diversionary scenario, one that fits the bill, so to
speak, explaining the reason for the millions who will have gone missing instantly. Certainly, to
educate his followers to the fact of such an evacuation would be a huge waste of time if there
was no chance of the Rapture happening. His wisdom and deviousness would be much better
served elsewhere if the Rapture were a figment of some 15 year-old girl’s imagination.
Incidentally, when looking seriously at the description of this same young girl’s vision, it becomes
clear that what she described was a Posttribulational Rapture, not a Pretribulational.Satan
Knows the Truth of the BibleI believe he knows very well the Rapture will occur, but like us, he
does not know how farin advance of the Tribulation it will occur. While he watches God and His
messengers in order to keep on top of things, he will only learn of the Rapture the second after it
happens. In the meantime, he is busy creating a false reason for this upcoming evacuation. He is
a liar and a murder, but he is certainly not stupid.Not So NewSo in the end, while it appears at
first glance that Dispensationalism, andthe doctrine of the Rapture are new, they are not really
new. While we might argue that Dispensationalism as a system is fairly new because of how it
developed over the centuries, the exact same thing can be said about Covenant Theology,
which really did not come into being until the late 1600s/early 1700s, a scant one hundred years
or so before Darby is supposed to have “created” Dispensationalism. In fact, one of the most



popular writers on the subject of Covenant Theology published his systematic theology in 1932,
Louis Berkhof.Arguing that something is wrong because it is new might have merit, depending
upon the subject. In the case of a Pretribulational Rapture, the argument really has no merit,
simply because of the proof of its origin with the apostles, and how it continued through the late
3rdcentury. At this point, the young Roman Catholic Church, in favor of Augustine’s allegorical
interpretation of prophecy, summarily dismissed it. Because of the imposing strength and power
of the Catholic Church, all doctrine in opposition to that which the Catholic Church was founded
upon was squelched, only to come to the fore again after the Reformation.The Rapture’s
Demise?It is clear then that the reason for the Rapture’s demise as a viable doctrine had nothing
at all to do with its alleged error, and everything to do with the fact that it was unceremoniously
shoved to the back burner.There is still nothing better than to understand all aspects of Scripture
in their most normal, plain and literal sense. Those who would allegorize Scripture ultimately not
only wind up burying early church doctrine, but they also end up changing the very meaning of
God’s Word, something that should be opposed at every turn.Chapter 2 Taking it
Literally? The Claim: “Dispensationalists say they use a literal hermeneutic, but they are not
consistent with it. They use it when it serves their purposes.” There is a good amount of
complaining by those who are not Dispensationalists. They complain that the Dispensationalist
inconsistently employs the literal hermeneutic. The problem though really centers on the term
“literal,” which is often taken by those outside of Dispensationalism to mean “hyper-literal,” or
“literalistic.”For instance, the accusation that Dispensationalists do not take all of Scripture
literally is allegedly seen in the way the Olivet Discourse is understood. When Christ refers to
“this” generation, many claim He is referring to the generation alive with Him. Yet, there is a good
deal happening in the Olivet Discourse and by the time Christ gets to the part where He states
“this generation,” it appears as though He has moved way ahead into the future, well past the
A.D. 70 mark. People will argue about this until all Christians are brought to heaven. Discussing it
again here will likely not solve anything.Sacrifices in the Millennium?!Another aspect of Scripture
that is seen to be inconsistent with the Dispensational approach is found in Ezekiel 40-48, which
deals with the future Temple, the Millennial House,and the Mountain of Jehovah. There are a
number of things concerning this Temple that make it difficult for many to believe is real.Frankly,
it is difficult to know why people have a difficult time understanding this in literal terms. Why can’t
the Temple be as large as Ezekiel makes it out to be? Since so much will have happened on
earth prior to Christ’s return, why is it not possible to believe that great geological changes will
have taken place on the earth? Beyond this, when Christ steps on the earth at His Second
Coming, it is said that the Mt. of Olives will be split in two (Zechariah 14:3-4).Why can’t the
sacrificial system be started once again? After all, there will be people in the Millennium who will
be born during that time. Because of this, they will need to receive Jesus as their personal Savior
(or not). Because they will need to receive Jesus as Savior, this obviously means that they will
be born with a sin nature, the same sin nature that you and I have presently. The sacrificial
system then would act as a memorial for what Jesus actual did on Calvary’s cross. It is a



reminder of His great, personal sacrifice. Like the Old Testament sacrificial system, none of the
sacrifices actually takes away sin, but merely covers it. Christtakes away sin, canceling the debt
it creates.If one looks carefully, the sacrificial system of the Millennium is different from the one
used under Moses. There are fewer sin offerings in the Ezekiel passage. In the Ezekiel passage,
all priests will be able to enter the Holy of Holies, as opposed to the one High Priest, who was
able to enter only one time per year, under the Mosaic system.This entire system will provide a
visual depiction of what the Messiah has accomplished on the cross. Fruchtenbaum believes
that this sacrificial system will be a memorial of Christ’s death, will restore fellowship during the
millennial reign of Christ, will be a ritual cleansing for ritual uncleanness, and will be a source of
life and physical blessing in this coming theocratic kingdom. 8That Mysterious “Gap” in Daniel
9Others accuse the Dispensationalist of creating an artificial gap in Daniel, which has so far,
amounted to well over 2,000 years and counting, before the 70thweek takes place. However, this
is simply a matter of people not paying close enough attention to the text itself.In Daniel 9:24-27,
the 70 weeks is explained to Daniel and Gabriel notes that 70 weeks are set aside for Daniel’s
people and Daniel’s Holy City; the Jews and Jerusalem. While most would agree that up through
verse 25 of Daniel 9, the person in view is Jesus, who is presents Himself to Israel as Messiah.
In verse 26, we read “And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall
have nothing.” The New American Standard uses the phrase “the Messiah will be cut off and
have nothing…” The term “cut off” refers to His crucifixion and having nothing is exactly what
Jesus had at His death. He was crucified naked and everyone had deserted Him. Beyond this,
the Father turned His back on Him for a brief time since Christ literally “became sin for us,” (2
Corinthians 5:21).Therefore,it is that after this event, three things are to occur; 1) the people of
the prince to come will destroy the city and sanctuary, 2) to the end there will be war, and 3)
desolations are determined. These three things turned out to be the destruction of Jerusalem in
A.D. 70 and the wars and desolations will continue to the end. Verse 27 points out that the final
week will begin when “he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week…”Most agree
that the “he” in verse 27 is not the same he as the Messiah in the previous verses. This particular
“he” is related to the people who destroyed the city and Temple and since we know that the
Romans were the perpetrators of this crime, and they were Gentile, we can assume that their
leader is of the same nationality; Gentile. This rules out Jesus as the “he” in verse 27.
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